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An examination of US public archives….

Publicly accessible US archives remain among the most

underexamined sources for the study of US policy in

the Middle East. This applies to US policy towards

Israel and Palestine. Yet an examination of these

sources challenges the prevailing views about the origins

and nature of US policy in the critical period of the

transformation of Palestine. It demonstrates the extent

and nature of US involvement, and specifically, the

conditions leading the State and Defense Department

officials who had previously opposed partition and the

creation of Israel, to conclude in the summer of 1948

that the emergence of the new state could play a

significant role in the protection and projection of US
regional interests.
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